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FIII.TON COUNTY HONORS
POET THOMAS FLANAGAN

By PRENTIS ROGERS

Acclaimed poet andartist,
the Rev. Thomas Jefferson
Flanagan, was given areso-
lution of commeadation
by the Fulton County Board
o { Commissioners on
Jube 18

“l was
del!ghtfullg surprised,””
said Dr. Flanagan, who has
been writing a poetry column
for the Atlanta Daily World
for nearly as long as the
50-year-old existence of the
pubdlication itsel!.

The citatioa was but ano-
ther in thelong listofawards
and accolades the minister,
poet and artist has received
since his first attention
grabber a rural painting
called *‘Fishing on Course'’
at the Atlanta Art Sbow in
1957.

Flanagan, currently pas-
tor of St. Jobn A.M.E. church
in West Atlanta, was the
bullder of Aotioch AM.E.
Cburch in Decatur, a dis-
trict he presided over for
14 years, and was at-
tending the Atlants North-
Georgia A.M.E. Conference
when the Fulton Co. resolu-
tios was givea to him.

“l was given a rousing
ovation,’’ the presldlnn eld-
er 'in the A.M.E. Cburch
said modestly.

The resolution read:

“‘Whereas, H
JEFFERSON FLANAGAN,

never more

is recoguized throughout '

Atlanta, Georgia and the na-
tion for his poetry; and

‘‘Whereas Thomas Jef-
ferson Flanagan, bas re-
ceived many awards and
citations for hisartand poe-
try, “Who is Who in
Georgla Letters™ and lhe
John Hope Landscape A
ward in 1957 from Mllntl
University; and

‘‘Whereas, Tbomas Jef-
ferson Flansgan, bas ser-
ved his fellow citizeas
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through his service as a
Minister and Presiding El-
der of the A.M.E. Church
in Georgia, and

‘“Whereas, Thomas Jef-
ferson Flanagan, tas in -
spired the young and elderly
alike through his continuing

columd in the Atlanta
Daily World.
*‘Now, therefore, be it

resolved by tbe Board of
Commissioners of Fulton
County that ve commendand
congratulate Thomas Jeffer-
son  Flanagan for bis
many achievements oa
bebal! of mankind, this 13th
day of June, 1978."



